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107. 17 MARCH 1583. DON BERNARDINO DE MENDOZA TO
PHILIP II1.

The ships, which I wrote to your majesty that Hongi Gilberto
[Humphrey Gilbert] was fitting out on behalf of the Catholics to
go to the Florida coast, are now getting ready to start, as they
think that the two which they sent to reconnoitre last summer
are delaying too long.

I03t 31 MARCH 1583. STEPHANUS PARMENIUS, BUDAEUS,
De navigatione illustris et magnanimi equitis aurati
Humfredi Gilberti.. .2.
... it happened, according to my wish, that, while I was
taking pains to pay my respects to the excellent men in London,
and to become acquainted with them, my very accomplished
and learned friend Richard Hakluyt introduced me to you, ex-
plaining to me, at the same time, your most noble design of
shortly conducting a colony into the new world. In the mean-
time I could perceive, that that body and spirit of yours were
worthy of the perpetual remembrance of posterity, and hence
began to attend to them with such respect, that when, soon
after, I everywhere heard more concerning your virtues and
exploits, I thought it the most favourable time possible, to dis-
charge some part of my duty, and to express somewhat of my
regard toward you and your nation. This is the primary object
of my poem. For the rest, may you prosperously go and return,
most noble sir, and secure my regard by your benevolence,
authority, and renown. Farewell. March 31,1583.
xNavarrete, Documentos ineditos, xcn, 476. Extract, translated. CSPSp.
1580-6, no. 322.
2 Extract from prefatory letter to Sir Humphrey Gilbert, translated in
Massachusetts Hist. Soc. Collections, ix (1804), 57. The Latin poem, published
in 1583 with a title-page dated 1582, is purely rhetorical and does not contain
any information on Gilbert. It was reprinted by Hakluyt, Pnndpall navigations
(1589), pp. 701-18; in (1600), pp. 137-43-